
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM Johnstone-Music 

ABOUT THE MAIN ARTICLE STARTING 

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE: 

 

 

 

We are pleased for you to have a copy of this article, which you may 

read, print or saved on your computer. These presentations can be 

downloaded directly.  

 

You are free to make any number of additional photocopies, for 

Johnstone-Music seeks no direct financial gain whatsoever from these 

articles (and neither too the writers with their generous contributions); 

however, we ask that the name of Johnstone-Music be mentioned if any 

document is reproduced.  

 

If you feel like sending any (hopefully favourable!) comment visit the 

‘Contact’ section of the site and leave a message with the details - we 

will be delighted to hear from you! 

 

 



 
 
 

BRIEF NOTES on LORNE MUNROE 
 
Born: Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  
.. 
Studied: Royal College of Music in London in 1937–39, then in 
Philadelphia at the Curtis Institute of Music, where he was a student of Felix 
Salmond, Gregor Piatigorsky and Orlando Cole. 
.. 
Awards:  In 1949, he was the sole winner of the Naumburg award and made 
his recital debut in New York in November of that year. 
1949-50 - tutti cello with the Cleveland Orchestra 
1950–51- Principal cello Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra  
1951 to 1964 - Principal cello Philadelphia Orchestra  
(he had already performed Strauss' Don Quixote, 20 Jan 1951 in Carnegie Hall with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra conducted by Pierre Monteux) 
1964 to 1996 - Principal cello New York Philharmonic (invited by Leonard 
Bernstein). He also regularly performed (100+ times !) as invited cello soloist with 
the orchestra. 
A Professor of Cello at the Juilliard School and at the Philadelphia Musical 
Academy (now ‘University of the Arts’). 
.. 
Lorne Munroe died in May 2020 at the age of 95, with the lasting legacy of 
one of the truly greatest orchestral cellists of the twentieth century 
.. 
Anecdotes:  
* In 1945, he married violist Janée Munroe, with whom he had TEN sons 
and ONE daughter!  
* When the pianist Daniel Barenboim recorded the Brahm's Second Piano 
Concerto with the NY Phil, Munroe featured in the gorgeous extended cello 
solo in the slow movement. 
* His televised performance of the Barber concerto is considered one of the 
best performances ever of that concerto. 
* When he retired in February 1996 after 31 years with the NY orchestra, as 
a ‘going away’ gesture Munroe was asked to perform the Schumann Cello 
Concerto 
.. 
 



 
 
AUDIO -  
Don Quixote, Op. 35: Finale. Sehr ruhig // New York Philharmonic 
Orchestra // Leonard Bernstein // Lorne Munroe  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0-SXJVi4ic&feature=emb_logo  
.. 
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Please do see other original works for many different instruments and 

groupings, and also special transcriptions for cellists, and cellists with 

other instruments on the Johnstone-Music web page 

Also both general musical and cello based articles, directories of famous 

historical cellists, and many other items of interest 

 

DOWNLOADS - Many downloads on Johnstone-Music are now 
available, for those that are interested, at a symbolic payment, which is to 
help cover the costs of this web site.  Some scores/parts are presented in 
musical edition programmes but generally they are found here in a most 
“clear” hand-written manuscript copy (the majority to almost a 
professional copyist standard) and transferred to a PDF file.  

As far as Johnstone-Music is concerned you are welcome to publicly 
perform or record any work or piece found in the web; however you DO 
need to make mention of the name of the composer and the arranger on 
any printed information (hand programmes, disc covers etc.). 

 

FREE PUBLICITY - If you care to inform us of any public 
performance (no matter how formal or informal the event is), recording 
or other uses of the original music or arrangements of David Johnstone 
or of other musical colleagues included in this web, we are happy to give 
your event free publicity on the Johnstone-Music web.  

To take advantage of this, try to write to us three weeks or more in 
advance with any information. Last-minute entries are certainly better 
than not writing at all - however, understandably, once we have past the 
calendar month of the event it is not usually possible to add old items to 
the calendar. It is very interesting for the promoters of Johnstone-Music 
to have knowledge of your activity - and so in return for your 
information you will be entitled to a free gift of a work/s for every diary 
addition you tell us about. T0 find out more about this, please visit the 
“Cello Club” section in the web! 

 


