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FEATURE ON HAFLIDI HALLGRIMSSON 
 
 

Hafliði Hallgrímsson (born 1941 in Akureyri) is an Icelandic composer, 
current living in Bath, UK.  
 
Hallgrímsson began his musical life as a cellist, spending twenty years playing 
with orchestras in Iceland, England and Scotland. In 1970, Hallgrímsson 
played the uncredited cello solo on “Atom Heart Mother” by Pink Floyd. 
Hafliði was the principal cellist of the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, but left 
that position in 1983 - a lifelong interest in writing music, and studies with 
Peter Maxwell Davies and Alan Bush, led him to give up his performing 
career to be able to compose full time.  
 
Unsurprisingly, works for strings are central to his catalogue, most of his 
large ensemble works being for strings only. Often inspired by visual art 
(Hallgrímsson is himself an accomplished painter), his unique language is 
both eerie and paradoxical; with repeated listening, the seemingly simple can 
unveil mysterious depths, and the impenetrable can reveal itself with 
unexpected clarity. 
 
In 2008, he became composer-in-residence of the Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra (through 2010). 
 
Selected compositions of special interest to cellists: 
Verse I for flute and cello (1975) 
Herma for cello and string orchestra (1995) 
Cello Concerto (2003) 
 
 
His web page: https://www.hallgrimsson.org.uk  
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Please do see other original works for many different instruments and 

groupings, and also special transcriptions for cellists, and cellists with 

other instruments on the Johnstone-Music web page 

Also both general musical and cello based articles, directories of famous 

historical cellists, and many other items of interest 

 

DOWNLOADS - Many downloads on Johnstone-Music are now 
available, for those that are interested, at a symbolic payment, which is to 
help cover the costs of this web site.  Some scores/parts are presented in 
musical edition programmes but generally they are found here in a most 
“clear” hand-written manuscript copy (the majority to almost a 
professional copyist standard) and transferred to a PDF file.  

As far as Johnstone-Music is concerned you are welcome to publicly 
perform or record any work or piece found in the web; however you DO 
need to make mention of the name of the composer and the arranger on 
any printed information (hand programmes, disc covers etc.). 

 

FREE PUBLICITY - If you care to inform us of any public 
performance (no matter how formal or informal the event is), recording 
or other uses of the original music or arrangements of David Johnstone 
or of other musical colleagues included in this web, we are happy to give 
your event free publicity on the Johnstone-Music web.  

To take advantage of this, try to write to us three weeks or more in 
advance with any information. Last-minute entries are certainly better 
than not writing at all - however, understandably, once we have past the 
calendar month of the event it is not usually possible to add old items to 
the calendar. It is very interesting for the promoters of Johnstone-Music 
to have knowledge of your activity - and so in return for your 
information you will be entitled to a free gift of a work/s for every diary 
addition you tell us about. T0 find out more about this, please visit the 
“Cello Club” section in the web! 

 


