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FEATURE on MYUNG-WHA CHUNG 
 
 
She comes from an exceptional and famous musical family. Her sister Kyung-
Wha Chung is a violinist, and her brother, Myung-Whun Chung, is a 
pianist, conductor and a former prize winner at the International 
Tchaikovsky Competition. Myung-Wha Chung trained at the Juilliard 
School of Music under Leonard Rose and also at the University of Southern 
California with Gregor Piatigorsky. In 1971 she won the Geneva 
International Music Competition and since then has played in the most 
prestigious venues around the world. She teaches at the Mannes College of 
Music in New York and at the Korean National Institute of the Arts. Since 
2010 she has been the Artistic Director of the Great Mountains Music 
Festival held in Pyongchang.  
 
A widely admired soloist, chamber musician and teacher, cellist Myung-Wha 
Chung has performed around the world in her five decades of international 
career. She has appeared with many leading orchestras around the world 
including Britain’s Royal Philharmonic, Philharmonia, Hallé, Birmingham, 
BBC orchestras and London Mozart Players; the Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Houston, Washington National orchestras in USA; Rome’s Santa Cecilia; 
Berlin RIAS, SWR Symphonieorchester in Germany; the Suisse Romande 
and the Lucerne Festival Orchestra; the Israel Philharmonic, the Barcelona 
Municipal, the Belgian National and Rotterdam Philharmonic, Gothenburg 
Symphony, the Copenhagen Philharmonic, the St. Petersburg Symphony 
and the Mexican National Orchestra.  
 
She has given solo and chamber music concerts in major cities around the 
world – New York, Paris, Vienna, Rome, Milan, Dresden, Seoul, Tokyo, 
Hong Kong, Beijing, Boston, Chicago and Philadelphia. She has been a 
featured performer in many festivals including Lucerne, Maggio Musicale of 
Florence, Spoleto, Palma de Mallorca, Tivoli, Birmingham, Evian and Dijon. 
She has performed at the White House and the United Nations and 
appeared on nationally televised programmes in the United States, Europe 
and Korea. 
 
 
 
 



 
In addition to her performing career, Ms. Chung has taught at New York’s 
Mannes College of Music and the Korean National University of Arts, 
nurturing a generation of superb musicians. She also has pursued social 
causes, serving as Goodwill Ambassador for such organizations as the UN 
International Drug Control Program, UNICEF in Korea, the City of Seoul 
as well as for the Korean National Human Rights Commission. 
 
Her solo and piano trio recordings as part of the CHUNG Trio – with 
violinist sister Kyung-Wha Chung and pianist brother Myung-Whun Chung 
– have been issued on Decca, Deutsche Grammophon and EMI. She has 
commissioned numerous new works especially from Korean composers and 
premiered them. She performed and taught children at the Maestra Chung 
Myung-Wha Music Village in PyeongChang and elsewhere in Korea. 
 
She serves on the jury of international cello competitions including the 
Tchaikovsky, Cassado, Enescu, Isang Yun as well as the Queen Elisabeth 
competitions. Ms. Chung has received numerous awards and honors 
including the Korean National Order of Cultural Merit Eungwan and the 
Excellence 2000 Award from the US-Asia Chamber of Commerce. 
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Please do see other original works for many different instruments and 

groupings, and also special transcriptions for cellists, and cellists with 

other instruments on the Johnstone-Music web page 

Also both general musical and cello based articles, directories of famous 

historical cellists, and many other items of interest 

 

DOWNLOADS - Many downloads on Johnstone-Music are now 
available, for those that are interested, at a symbolic payment, which is to 
help cover the costs of this web site.  Some scores/parts are presented in 
musical edition programmes but generally they are found here in a most 
“clear” hand-written manuscript copy (the majority to almost a 
professional copyist standard) and transferred to a PDF file.  

As far as Johnstone-Music is concerned you are welcome to publicly 
perform or record any work or piece found in the web; however you DO 
need to make mention of the name of the composer and the arranger on 
any printed information (hand programmes, disc covers etc.). 

 

FREE PUBLICITY - If you care to inform us of any public 
performance (no matter how formal or informal the event is), recording 
or other uses of the original music or arrangements of David Johnstone 
or of other musical colleagues included in this web, we are happy to give 
your event free publicity on the Johnstone-Music web.  

To take advantage of this, try to write to us three weeks or more in 
advance with any information. Last-minute entries are certainly better 
than not writing at all - however, understandably, once we have past the 
calendar month of the event it is not usually possible to add old items to 
the calendar. It is very interesting for the promoters of Johnstone-Music 
to have knowledge of your activity - and so in return for your 
information you will be entitled to a free gift of a work/s for every diary 
addition you tell us about. T0 find out more about this, please visit the 
“Cello Club” section in the web! 

 


