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SPECIAL FEATURE ON SOLO VIRTUOSO CELLIST
SANTIAGO CANON-VALENCIA

Santiago Cainén-Valencia made his orchestral debut as a soloist when he was
six years old with the Orquesta Filarmonica de Bogota. Since then, he has
appeared with all the major orchestras in his native Colombia and his
international solo career has taken him around the world to perform with
orchestras such as the Mariinsky Orchestra with Valery Gergiev, Brussels
Philharmonic with Stephane Deneve, St Petersburg Philharmonic with
Nikolai Alexeev, Hungarian Radio Symphony Orchestra with Janos Kovacs,
Moscow Soloists with Yuri Bashmet, The Orchestre Royal de Chambre de
Wallonie with Frank Braley, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Miinchener
Kammerorchester with Clemens Schuldt and Antwerp Symphony with Muhai

Tang, among others.

He is probably the most amazing competition winner in all cello history:

Winner of the Silver Medal and “Audience Favourite” Award at the 2019 XVI
International Tchaikovsky Competition and the 2018 Starker Foundation
Award, Mr. Canon-Valencia has been a fixture of the International Cello
Competition scene for many years. He was awarded third prize at the
prestigious Queen Elisabeth International Competition 2017 in Brussels. He
is also a First Prize winner of the Carlos Prieto International Cello
Competition, Beijing International Music Competition, Gisborne
International Music Competition, and Lennox International Young Artists
Competition. He was also a major prize winner of the Sphinx, Casals,

Johansen, Cassadd, and Adam cello competitions.



Highlights of his 2020-2021 season included returning concerto performances
in Colombia, Japan, South Africa, the United States, and Russia, as well as
debuts as a soloist with Frankfurt Radio Symphony and Christoph
Eschenbach, Prague Philharmonia and Phoenix Symphony Orchestra, among

others.

Passionate about new music, Mr. Caién-Valencia was responsible for Carlos
Izcaray’s world premiere of his Cello Concerto “Stringmaster” alongside
Alabama Symphony Orchestra. Santiago also premiered Jorge Pinzén’s Cello
Concerto “Rapsodia a los 4 Elementos” at the Cartagena International Music
Festival 2019. He was also responsible for the Colombian premiere of
Ginastera’s Cello Concerto No. 2 with the National Symphony Orchestra of

Colombia as well as premiering in New Zealand Gulda’s Cello Concerto in

Auckland, with the Auckland Chamber Orchestra.

Highlights of his 2021-2022 season included returning concerto performances
in Colombia and Japan as well as debuts as a soloist with the SWR
Symphonieorchester with Andris Poga, Prague Philharmonia, RTVE
Symphony Orchestra, Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra, and

appearances at the Dresden, Casals and Moritzburg festivals.

HEAR/SEE HIM IN VIRTUOSO WORKS:

Popper - Elfentanz - https://www.youtube.com/watch’v=hB2f4ABWubg

Paganini Caprice 24 live performance -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ViisDuB700

Bottermund-Starker Variations Paganini LIVE -
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=ONUJUGN3BVw

Gaspar Cassadé Suite for Cello Solo (complete) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch’v=ebMIp9Kc bY

David Popper, Spinning Song: Santiago Caflon Valencia (just 12 years old!!!)
- https://www.youtube.com/watch’v=C-RA19M LEg



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hB2f4ABWubg&fbclid=IwAR30IaCUqD-IuYe0qV91wwe0p82-UbdSdU6ld-Y6S91dIMfg1pIhE_yUm7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ViisDuB700&fbclid=IwAR0JruzzWY6AtPxGXBXCbYdtn6_btsNcBBBGrI6zuBQ6nKx056_hYn99w1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NUJUGN3BVw&fbclid=IwAR3m8QvscGbZ55bp6Ok7Pxtahx7I7NsN1CRNBepuIHYJ1BD2VKpuBcVWkhY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DebMlp9Kc_bY%26fbclid%3DIwAR0_6DIXD_dFhDF09Pe8mA4k5tOEMNqyDevt4o-aQl14XJnz87F90eXtafs&h=AT0hElkF1tuVMWuVeCS-0kuS6MGlJmSckAS4deKhOFc74FtjDNzR10mICtFmjH6oDCa5NDhRjT5UYxwtPFMSy0D3ij7MTHKJv_HShr-twLkN5ZN6BRwgLMtXVEugLznKYPEr&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT31zvUEYzqorStFM5iqkGuYDESrIO_1zkm6kiyJHd9HWQcbYQrTngnOoPBYu2Si9ncZAlPlq-CTmHEBP2BWMjIsYYHvwwncUDW8LFT8FfNoN9tUakcsHGTFnOPHWn_lknQH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-RA19M_LEg&fbclid=IwAR3m8QvscGbZ55bp6Ok7Pxtahx7I7NsN1CRNBepuIHYJ1BD2VKpuBcVWkhY

He is undoubtedly a “cellists’ cellist”. Here is a very brief quote from my friend
Suzana Stefanovi€, the principal cellist of the Spanish Radio-Television
Orchestra in Madrid:

“On stage and also up close, he transmits a tranquility that belies his astonishing
virtuosity, | haven't seen a left hand like that in a long time. Uncompromising intensity

and musicality, also something rare today.”
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Please do see other original works for many different instruments and

groupings, and also special transcriptions for cellists, and cellists with

other instruments on the Johnstone-Music web page

Also both general musical and cello based articles, directories of famous

historical cellists, and many other items of interest

DOWNLOADS - Many downloads on Johnstone-Music are now

available, for those that are interested, at a symbolic payment, which is to

help cover the costs of this web site. Some scores/parts are presented in
musical edition programmes but generally they are found here in a most
“clear” hand-written manuscript copy (the majority to almost a
professional copyist standard) and transferred to a PDF file.

As far as Johnstone-Music is concerned you are welcome to publicly

perform or record any work or piece found in the web; however you DO
need to make mention of the name of the composer and the arranger on
any printed information (hand programmes, disc covers etc.).

FREE PUBLICITY - If you care to inform us of any public

performance (no matter how formal or informal the event is), recording
or other uses of the original music or arrangements of David Johnstone
or of other musical colleagues included in this web, we are happy to give
your event free publicity on the Johnstone-Music web.

To take advantage of this, try to write to us three weeks or more in
advance with any information. Last-minute entries are certainly better
than not writing at all - however, understandably, once we have past the
calendar month of the event it is not usually possible to add old items to
the calendar. It is very interesting for the promoters of Johnstone-Music

to have knowledge of your activity - and so in return for your
information you will be entitled to a free gift of a work/s for every diary
addition you tell us about. To find out more about this, please visit the
“Cello Club” section in the web!
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