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CELLISTS’ CORNER 

GABRIEL MAGYAR 

 

Birth: 5th December, 1914 - Budapest 

Death: 8thh June, 2011 

 

Historical note from the University of Illinois: 

 

GABRIEL MAGYAR (December 5, 1914- June 8, 2011) was a 

world-renowned cellist and Professor of Cello and Chamber Music at 

the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign from 1972-1980. Born 

in Budapest, Magyar studied at the Franz Liszt Royal School of Music, 

until his early career was interrupted when he was detained at a 

concentration camp during WWII.  

 

After the war, Magyar came to the United States, where he accepted a 

position at the State University of Oklahoma from 1951-1956. In 1956, 

Magyar became a member of the Hungarian String Quartet, 

internationally performing and recording music, especially that of Bela 

Bartok, for 16 years. After the Quartet disbanded, Magyar joined the 

faculty at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where he 

inspired his colleagues and students well after his retirement. 

 

 



 

Gabriel Magyar was also a talented artist, and his drawings were 

exhibited in the Urbana-Champaign area during the last ten years of 

his life. Magyar was a highly regarded musician, and he received 

numerous awards for his work as a cellist during his lifetime, including 

the Bartok Bela-Pasztory Ditta Award and the Grand Pris du Disque in 

Paris. 

 

 



 

 

 

Please do see original works for many different instruments and 
groupings (virtually all of the orchestral instruments, plus keyboard, 
accordion, txistu etc.). There are countless transcriptions of all kinds for 
cellists, and for cello with other instruments on the Johnstone-Music web 
page. General music and cello-based articles and biographies abound, plus 
directories of famous historical cellists, and many other historical and 
present-day items of interest... 

 

DOWNLOADS - Many downloads on Johnstone-Music are now 
available, for those that are interested, free or at an almost symbolic payment, 
which is to help cover the costs of this web site.  Some scores/parts are 
presented in musical edition programmes but generally they are found here 
in a most “clear” hand-written manuscript copy.  

 

USE OF MATERIAL - As far as Johnstone-Music is concerned you are 
welcome to publicly perform or record any work or piece found in the web; 
you SHOULD, however, make a written mention of the name of the 
composer and the arranger on any printed information (hand programmes, 
disc covers etc.). 

 

FREE PUBLICITY - If you care to inform us of any public performance 
(no matter how formal or informal the event is), recording or other uses of 
the original music or arrangements of David Johnstone or of other 
colleagues in this web, we are happy to give your free publicity on 
the Johnstone-Music web if you write in advance with any information.  
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