
 

SPECIAL FEATURE on RUDOLF MATZ 

.. 
Birth: 19th September 1901 - Zagreb, Croatia 
Death: 22nd March 1988 - Zagreb, Croatia 
.. 
.. 
Rudolf Matz was a Croatian cellist and composer who wrote about 500 
instrumental and vocal compositions. Matz lived in the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire in the Kingdom of Croatia-Slavonia (Yugoslavia during much of his 
life). He was born in Zagreb, 1901 and died in that same city in 1988. Matz 
studied violoncello, composition and conducting at the Zagreb Academy of 
Music, from which he graduated in 1926. He soon became an important 
figure in the musical life of Zagreb. In addition to working as a composer, he 
was a cellist, teacher, conductor and choirmaster. He worked in music for 
more than six decades – from 1920 right up to his death. He performed with 
eminent professional musicians as well as with skilled amateurs. His wife 
Margita was a pianist, harpsichordist and keyboard teacher. 
.. 
He became Professor of Cello at the Zagreb Music Academy briefly during 
the Second Worlsd War and then from 1950 until his retirement in 1972). 
As a proven successful professor he was invited to take part in the work of 
juries of cello competitions, such as in Moscow and Florence. 
.. 
Leonard Rose called Matz, "perhaps the greatest cello theoretician in the world." 
Perhaps this was in part worthy praise for the fact that Matz wrote a 
monumental 32 volume compendium titled "First Years of Violoncello". 
These achieved international fame; a masterwork which he gradually worked 
on during nearly 25 years starting in 1948!  
Janos Starker also highly valued them and said, "Rudolph Matz's dedication and 
expertise has produced much needed material for the young cellist."  
..  
Rudolf and Margita Matz donated their long-time home in the second floor 
flat at 15 Mesnicka Street to Zagreb City Museum, together with their 
invaluable effects. This apartment was once famed for its encounters with 
musicians and with its intimate house concerts. In 1967 Matz was even 
visited at his home by the celebrated cellist Mstislav Rostropovich!  
.. 
 
 



 
 
His original music is impressive, rich, and individual. For an example, well 
worth hearing:  
Rudolf Matz - Cello Quartet, a big 25-minute work!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIyoJAzGJiA  
.. 
Here is a link to a collection of many of his compositions 
http://go.uncg.edu/rudolf_matz 
.. 
And finally, something lovely!  
Rudolph Matz: A Life in Music // this exhibit explores the life of Rudolph 
Matz (1901-1988), a renowned cellist, music teacher, composer, and 
conductor.  It is based on the Rudolph Matz Collection in the Cello Music 
Collections at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.   
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/rudolph-matz-a-life-in-
music/GQISKNxywQf8JQ  
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The image linked here is claimed to be used under fair use as: 
# the photo is only being used for informational purposes. 
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.. 
‘documenting the cello’ 
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