SPECIAL FEATURE on the CELLO-PIANO DUO
Wallfisch - York

formed in 1983

RAPHAEL WALLFISCH is one of the most celebrated cellists performing
on the international stage. He was born in London into a family of
distinguished musicians, his mother the cellist Anita Lasker-Wallfisch and
his father the pianist Peter Wallfisch. At the age of twenty-four he won the
Gaspar Cassado International Cello Competition in Florence. Since then he
has enjoyed a world-wide career playing with such orchestras as the London
Symphony, London Philharmonic, Philharmonia, BBC Symphony, English
Chamber Orchestra, Hall¢, City of Birmingham Symphony, Leipzig
Gewandhaus, Berlin Symphony, Westdeutscher Rundfunk, Los Angeles
Philharmonic, Indianapolis Symphony, Warsaw Philharmonic, Czech
Philharmonic and many others. He is regularly invited to play at major
festivals such as the BBC Proms, Edinburgh, Aldeburgh, Spoleto, Prades,
Oslo and Schleswig Holstein. He is also frequently invited to be a jury
member of international competitions such as the Rostropovich
International Competition in Paris, the Schoenfeld in China and the Enescu
in Romania.

Raphael has recorded nearly every major work for his instrument. His
extensive discography on EMI, Chandos, Black Box, ASV, Naxos and
Nimbus explores both the mainstream concerto repertoire and countless
lesser-known works. Britain’s leading composers have worked closely with
Raphael, many having written works especially for him.

Teaching is one of Raphael’s passions. He is in demand as a teacher all over
the world and holds the position of professor of cello in Switzerland at the
Zirich Hochschule der Kunst. He lives in London with his wife, the
violinist Elizabeth, and has three children, Benjamin, Simon, and Joanna.

Alongside his solo career, Raphael has a longstanding and distinguished
DUQO with pianist John York. With a rich history of many international
recital tours and numerous recordings, the duo celebrated its 35th
anniversary in 2017 and look forward to future collaborations.
York and Wallfisch recorded the two cello sonatas of Brahms, with the rare
posthumously published Sonatensatz, in 2019.



British Pianist JOHN YORK has become equally well known as a solo
pianist, a chamber player, a duo pianist with his wife, Fiona York (she is also
an educator). He has recorded a substantial portion of the cello and piano
repertory with cellist Raphael Wallfisch. York grew up in the English town of
Eastbourne, in East Sussex. He went on to the Guildhall School of Music
and Drama in the late 1960s, and then studied in Paris and Vienna.
He made his recital debut at Wigmore Hall in London in 1974, and that
launched a successful solo career that included appearances with the London
Philharmonic and the London Mozart Players. Over time, the emphasis in
his career turned to chamber music. He founded the York Piano Trio and
York Piano Quartet, and he has performed with a roster of top international
musicians and ensembles. York taught for many years at the Guildhall and
at the St Paul’s Girls’ School in London. He has also been on the faculty of

Switzerland’s Astona International Music Academy.

I, only once, played with John York and I think it was ‘only’ a masterclass
(said respectfully), but it was clear that his musicality oozed out at every
moment!
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