
SPECIAL NOTES AND ANECDOTES ON 
ENNIO BOLOGNINI 

..  
Birth: 8th November 1893 - Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Death: 31st July 1979 - Las Vegas, U.S.A.  
Professional career based in the USA 
.. 
.. 
Important Positions: 
Philadelphia Orchestra. Principal cellist Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
Founder Las Vegas Philharmonic Orchestra.  Conductor of the Grant Park 
Symphony Orchestra. Conductor Las Vegas Philharmonic Orchestra. 
.. 
COMPOSITIONS 
A] Cello solo 
Adagio // Allegro // Fiesta Basca - Lamada Montanesa // Serenata de 
Bolognini // Serenata del Eco // Serenata del Gaucho 
B] Cello and Piano 
Ave Maria // Cello's Prayer // Prelude and Fugue on a theme of Purcell 
 
.. 
Friendships:   
Casals, Feuermann, but many, many more.  
Ennio Bolognini visited Casals at his residence in Puerto Rico. There they 
began a friendship that would continue personally and according to the 
preferred method of the time: letters. 
note - see below about more from his cello! 
.. 
Anecdotes:    
* In 1923 Bolognini came to the United States to serve as a sparring partner 
for Luis Firpo in preparation for Firpo's legendary world heavyweight 
championship fight against Jack Dempsey. After the bout he remained in the 
USA, settling in Philadelphia and joining the Philadelphia Orchestra! 
.. 
* with Saint-Saens at the piano he played the composer’s ‘The Swan’  
* with Strauss at the piano he played the composer’s Cello Sonata in F 
Major, Op.6 
.. 
 
 
 



THE CELLO OF BOLOGNINI -   
* Bolognini's cello is now at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C. 
It is unique, in that there are 51 signatures inscribed on it, including those 
of Kreisler, Heiftz, Stern, Szigeti, Liberace, Jack Dempsey, Bruno Walter, 
Janos Starker, Eugene Ormandy, Miklos Rozsa, etc. Everywhere he went, he 
asked his friends to sign his cello!  
.. 
* These short notes on him are respectfully copied from ‘Argencello’, which I 
consider the best Argentina cello web in existence: 
“Ennio Bolognini is an Argentine cellist who left his mark in the history of music. He 
was recognized among the greatest cellists as one of them, and even today, he hears it 
and automatically the soul bows to him. He was also a man of incredible 
temperament, something that is common among rockers today, but it was very rare at 
a time when popular music was not what it is today, and especially in someone who 
moved in the environment of the music called classical.” 
.. 
* Bolognini was well known for his fiery character and impulsive 
temperament. He was, as mentioned, principal cello of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra. He always took his DOG to rehearsals, which he had 
only been able to achieve after a certain fight ...but then this is what 
happened - the anecdote among the musicians there is well-known: 
Arturo Toscanini, his godfather, then director of the orchestra, was not 
happy and gave him a choice: 
- “Professor, you or your dog.” 
And Bolognini left, leaving his dog with the cello !! 
.. 
* Feuermann once said that Bolognini was a better cellist than Casals, 
Piatigorski, or himself. Stephen Kates also ventured: "He has the purest sound I 
have ever heard." The critics simply adored him! 
.. 
He spoke fluent Spanish, Italian, French, German, and English, and was 
conversant in Hebrew, Greek, Japanese, Hungarian, Russian, and 15 
different Italian dialects 
.. 
* Although there are many recordings of him, their quality is very uneven 
and sometimes leads us to underestimate the quality of their interpretations; 
many were made in terrible conditions and others without real concern to 
show the best of this soloist.  In fact, he disliked musical recordings, and 
refused to allow his performances of major cello works such as the Bach 
Suites to be recorded. The few professional recordings in existence are 
limited to musical vignettes and his own short compositions. 



.. 
* Bologini died in 1979, when sadly very few still remembered his 
importance as a musician. This has thankfully been corrected in recent years. 
.. 
PHOTOS: 
1] As solo artist 
2] As conductor 
3] The cello of Bolognini 
4] As boxer! 
.. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The images linked here are claimed to be used under fair use as: 
# the photos are only being used for informational purposes. 

.. 
‘documenting the cello’ 

 




