SPECIAL FEATURE on British composer
ARNOLD COOKE

born 4th November 1906 - Gomersal (West Yorkshire), England
died 13th August 2005 - Five Oak Green (Kent), England

Arnold {Atkinson} Cooke was born in November 1906 near Leeds. He was
educated at Repton School, later obtaining his BMus at Cambridge
University in 1929. From then until 1932 he was a pupil of Hindemith at
the Hochschule fiir Musik in Berlin.

After completing his studies, he became Director of Music at the

Festival Theatre, Cambridge, and was later appointed Professor of
Harmony and Composition at the then Royal Manchester College (now
Royal Northern College) of Music from 1933 to 1938. During the war he
served with the Royal Navy, and after the termination of hostilities his
compositions enjoyed a growing number of performances, with his chamber
music making a particularly strong impression. He took his MusD at
Cambridge in 1948, a year after he had been appointed Professor of
Harmony and Composition at Trinity College of Music, where he taught for
many years.

His compositions are characterised by openness of texture and directness of
appeal and have been widely performed. His most important works include
the Violin Concerto (1958) first performed by Yfrah Neaman and the Halle
Orchestra under Sir John Barbirolli in 1959, and the Cello Concerto (1974)
first performed in 1975 by Thomas Igloi, and the BBC Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by Sir Charles Groves. Cooke enjoyed five postwar PROMS
concert premieres, and the Cello Concerto was premiered at the Proms in

1975.

Of Cooke's six symphonies, the First (1947) was premiered by the BBC
Symphony Orchestra under Sir Adrian Boult; the Second to Fifth were
first heard between 1963 and 1979, and the Sixth Symphony, completed in
1984, remains unperformed. His last major orchestral work, the Concerto
for Orchestra of 1986, was first performed by the BBC Philharmonic
Orchestra in 1987.



A wealth of some 45 chamber and instrumental works respond to
Hindemith's utilitarian concept of gebrauchsmusik, being capable of
performance by the talented amateur rather than the virtuoso.

Cooke largely ceased writing after 1987, though a Suite For Organ - part of
a substantial body of work - was first performed by Simon Preston in
1989; and in 1996 came a setting of one of Blake's Songs Of Innocence for
voice and recorder in memory of soprano Tracey Chadwell - his last
music.

Key Works:

1947 - Symphony No 1
1954 - Oboe Concerto
1958 - Violin Concerto

1974 - Cello Concerto - HEAR the world premiere from the BBC archives!:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkGeStNAOpO

1986 - Concerto for Orchestra

The image linked here is claimed to be used under fair use as:
# the photo is only being used for informational purposes

‘documenting the cello’


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkGeStNAOp0

